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5 Trends in 
Urban Design
Improving the way we live 

In 1900, only 13% of the world's 
population lived in cities.  By 2050, 
that number will have risen to 70%.

WHAT ARE THE TOP 5 DESIGN TRENDS 
AND HOW ARE THEY CHANGING NEW 
ZEALAND’S BIGGEST CITY?

increase in
public transit

use

50% of Auckland’s 
population has 

come from 
immigration

 1/3
of NZ’s population

will be age 65+
by 2061

1/4

Trend #1  
Shared Space

Younger generations for 
both economic and 
social reasons will 
become accustomed to 
sharing space. There will 
be more multi-family 
housing and blurring of 
lines between public and 
private spaces.

In 2014, more than 
150 apartments 

per month were sold in 
central Auckland.  

Apartments offer affordable 
inner-city living with:
- low-maintenance property 
- easy access to places and
  open spaces - i.e. Wynyard Quarter 

Trend #2 
Smarter
Cities

Unprecedented urbanisation is putting 
a huge strain on infrastructure. Using 
smart technology is seen as the way to 
improve our environment and provide 
a better quality of life for our people.

The government's 
Ultra Fast Broadband 
initiative is an integral 
part of the drive to 
make Auckland a 
world class smart city. 

NZ ranks 
7th in the world 
for internet use

Trend #3  
Adapting to Threats

Trend #4 
Designing for Health

Preparing cities and citizens to adapt 
to impending threats through design 
solutions. 

Decisions around the 
development of buildings, 
roads and other infrastructure in 
Auckland are now taking rising
sea levels into account. 

By 2050 NZ sea levels are 
expected to rise by

30cm 

Good urban design improves 
health by providing safe, 
convenient, attractive cycling 
and walking networks for 
people of all ages to get to 
school, work and services.

Trend #5
Transit-Oriented 
Development
A transit-oriented development 
(TOD) is a mixed-use residential 
and commercial area built 
around a transit station and 
designed to maximize access to 
public transport.

The Auckland Regional Cycle Network 
is 270 km long with another 600 km of 
cycleways planned.

New Lynn in Auckland is being transformed 
into a TOD designed for people who live in 
apartments, work close to home or own 
businesses in the town centre and giving 
them the option of using public transport, 
walking or cycling to get about. 

Urban Partners has been connecting people and property for more than 30 years. Our history spans two generations, 
during which time we've built a reputation for taking the long view on commercial property development and investment.


